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The climatic conditions of these natural regions of Maha-
rashtra also differ to a very great extent. There is a heavy
rainfall during the monsoon inKonkan; and neither the winter
is very cold nor the summer very hot. The climate is more
or less equable. On the Ghat-side on the contrary, the aver-
age rainfall is very low, so much so that the districts of
Ahmednagar and Sholapur are often the visiting places of
drought. The winter is very cold and the heat of "the summer
in many places is quite oppressive.
The occupations, however, do not differ much. India
is essentially an agricultural country and Maharashtra is no
exception to it. Agriculture is therefore, the main occupation
of the people of the Ghats and Konkan alike. The southern
part of Konkan being the most unfertile and comparatively
thickly populated, the inhabitants of that district emigrate
every year to earn a living either by intellectual or physical
labour. Bombay is the favourite resort of most of such emi-
grants and right from the top ranks in the intellectual fields
down to the sweepers of the streets in every walk of life,
excepting perhaps commerce, one comes across a number of
persons belonging to this district. Such emigrants from the
Ghat-side are comparatively few and the majority of them are
from the working classes, many of them working as mill-hands
or as coolies at the railway stations or docks. Traditionally
being a self-sufficient unit with its balufedar system, each
village has its own craftsmen the goldsmith (sonar), the
carpenter (sutar), the pot-maker (1nnnbhar\the oilman (tel~i\
the washerman (parlt), the shoe-maker (chambhar) and the
like. Apart from these groups having different callings by
heredity as well as by profession, there are certain other
groups and tribes engaged in other seasonal or regular occupa-
tions. Stone-cutting for instance, is a calling by itself and
the people pursuing that profession are known as Pjtharvats
(stone-cutters). The Warlis are seasonal timber-cutters, and
the Katkaris, coal and catechu-makers. Many of the Agris are
engaged in salt industry. Such is more or less the general out-
line of the various occupations of the people of Mahl^ashtra.
We shall now turn our attention to the different castes
and tribes, which have been selected for being described in